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Dave Spillard 
Plastering Contractor 

All types of plastering, screeding 
and outside finishes undertaken 
Greenfields, Five Ash Down, 

Nr Uckfield TN22 3AH 
Tel: 01825 733335 
Mob: 07751404931 

www.davespillard.com 

M S WILES & SON 
Building Contractors, Carpentry and Joinery 

Established 30 Years 
Domestic and Commercial 

Most aspects of building work undertaken 
Telephone: 01892 770554  Larksfield, Balls Green, 
Mobile: 07818434506     Withyham,  

East Sussex TN7 4BX 

 

CHAIR CANING, RUSHING, 
SEAGRASS WORK 

#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE PARCELL 
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 

Hartfield, TN7 4EX 
Tel: 01892 770764 

Frank A Rhodes 
BUILDERS 

HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full Service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile 07811 588291

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 

A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, serving  
Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce.  
01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk 



BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Member of the National Federation of Builders 

Listed Buildings, Conversions, 
Extensions, Maintenance & Repairs,  

Plumbing & Heating 
W SMITHERS & SONS LTD            Telephone Office: 01342 850559 
Old Mill Yard                                        Fax: 01342 850981 
Cowden, Kent TN8 7JJ                               Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Independent Estate Agents and 

Chartered Surveyors. 

High quality marketing from your local 
Agents with a wide coverage of Sussex, 

Kent and Surrey and London 
representation. 

Sales & Lettings 

10 Offices plus London 

Please contact our FOREST ROW office 

to arrange a market appraisal 

01342 824824 

www.howardcundey.com
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1. 
St Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2014 

Sunday in month     ST MICHAEL, WITHYHAM ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM 

Sun 28 Sep 

TRINITY 15 

4 11 am 

6.30 pm 

ALL-AGE HARVEST THANKSGIVING & EUCHARIST 
Evensong 

Thu 2 Oct  THE 

GUARDIAN ANGELS 
10 am Holy Communion (BCP-based) 

Sun 5 Oct 

ST MICHAEL & 

ALL ANGELS * 

1 9.30 am  No service at Blackham  

11 am 

 

6.30 pm 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL EUCHARIST OF  
ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
Evensong 

Thu 9 Oct 10 am Holy Communion (BCP-based) 

Sun 12 Oct 

TRINITY 17 

2 9.30 am 

11 am 

6.30 pm 

Family Eucharist 

Matins  

Evensong 

Thu 16 Oct 

ST LUKE 
10 am Holy Communion (BCP-based) 

Sun 19 Oct 

TRINITY 18 

3 9.30 am  The Eucharist  

 11 am 

6.30 pm 

Matins 

Evensong 

 

Thu 23 Oct 10 am Holy Communion (BCP-based) 

Sun 26 Oct 

TRINITY 19 

4 9.30 am 

11 am 

6.30 pm 

Family Eucharist 

Matins  

Evensong 

Thu 30 Oct 

SS SIMON & JUDE 
10 am Holy Communion (BCP-based) 

Sun 2 Nov 

ALL SAINTS * 

1 9.30 am  The Eucharist 

11 am 

6.30 pm 
Matins 
Evensong 

*  indicates a festival 
transferred to a more 

convenient day. 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

Marriage – Hannah Segolene Cecil Gurney to Edward Richard Harden on 5 September.  
We wish them every happiness.  

Funeral  –  Dorothy Reay on 27 August, who died on 12 August aged 99.  
May she rest in peace.    

  



2. 

ST MICHAEL’S IS A PLACE OF HEALING 
Withyham Rectory, October 2014 

Dear Everyone, 
Members of the congregation sometimes mention places of healing.  At 

such places the healing offered and received will include the aspects of body, 
mind and soul.   

Whether one is speaking of a Christian-based hospital, or of one of the 
great shrines of pilgrimage and healing in Europe (e.g. Lourdes or Santiago 
de Compostela), or of somewhere in another continent altogether, the healing 
energies available will depend (among other things) on the place and its 
Tradition, and on the attitude of those seeking the healing. 

It is not often appreciated that any church should give out healing energies.  
Consider these points.  

1. Reliable studies show that weekly church attendance is good for you!  It 
strengthens the immune system; it lowers blood pressure.   

2. ‘Good’ churches are not necessarily the oldest and most architecturally 
perfect.  Some church buildings clearly have a special atmosphere, which is 
both exhilarating and prayerful.  Many of us will recall coming upon a church 
or cathedral on holiday and being struck by ‘something more’ than mere 
architecture.  We may have lit a candle or said a prayer.  We were more than 
mere sightseers.  As T.S.Eliot’s oft-quoted lines from Little Gidding put it,  

You are not here to verify, 
Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity 

Or carry report.  You are here to kneel 
Where prayer has been valid. 

3. Welcome should be quiet and simple.  Although some like to catch up with 
their friends, others prefer not to talk before a service.  What is valued is the 
quiet and supportive presence of fellow worshippers, which ‘lets them be’.   

4. Factors affecting the ‘vibrancy’ of a building include the spirit of the church 
community, celebrating the Christian tradition in word and sacrament.  
Although special ‘healing services’ may sometimes have their place, every 
service, even every visit to a church, can release healing energies.   
Let St Michael’s be a place of welcome and friendship.  But let it also foster 
that ‘something more’ that raises it to a place of prayer and healing.    

With every blessing, 
Alastair Ferguson 

  



3. 
Churchwardens Notes – October 2014 

The Annual Family Service Barbecue took place at the Rectory on Sunday 
14th September, and the weather was kind to us with some warm sunshine.  A 
number of families attended together with some of the congregation from Matins 
who came to the Rectory for coffee after the service and who decided to stay on.  It 
proved a good opportunity for the worshippers from both services to mix with each 
other. 

A makeshift water slide down the lawn proved to be a great success with 
the children who were quite unfazed by the temperature. 

A big thank you to those who provided salads and puddings for the event 
and to Paul Radford for manning the barbecue.  Thank you also to Alastair and 
Denise for hosting the event. 

With autumn rapidly approaching our thoughts turn to the annual 
Churchyard clear up.  It is proposed that this should take place on November 15th, 
third Saturday of the month.  We are delighted that Simon Costen has agreed to 
help us, and hope that as many as possible will turn up on the day to help.  
A ploughman’s lunch will be provided. 

We have now met Matt Goad who will be doing the necessary maintenance 
work on the Lychgate at Blackham, and the intention is that this should be 
completed by Remembrance Sunday. 

Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland 

WITHYHAM CHOIR SINGS EVENSONG 
at 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 
At 5.30 p.m. on Wednesday 22nd October 

St Michael’s Church choir will be singing Evensong, in Chichester Cathedral. 
A coach has been booked and tickets at £16 each are available from Tom Wild 
(01892 653957).  There is a list on the table at the back of the church for those 

who wish to support the choir and attend the Evensong service. 

  
 
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace and guide us 
with your pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the 
nations of the earth that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, till 
the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.    Amen 



4. 

YOUNG CHURCH 



5. 

Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Group 
Flu Campaign 2014 

If you are: 65yrs and over, Diabetic, Asthmatic, 
Pregnant, have a Chronic Heart Disease or a 

Neurological condition or a Lowered Immune system, 
COPD or care for a patient who cannot manage alone. 

Please call 01892 863326 for an appointment 

WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY October 
The Autumn Show this year was well attended, although the number of 

exhibits were down, this was mainly due to the surrounding villages having their 
Autumn Shows on the same day.  Unfortunately sometimes this cannot be avoided.  
I think now that our members know they can get a lovely cream tea we seem to be 
getting more people staying and sitting down to chat which is very nice.  Our 
congratulations and appreciation goes again to the school children who came up 
trumps with their poems and poppy making dedicated to WW1. 

Our next event will be the AGM on Friday the 7th November which is open 
to all.  We will be having a talk from a local Bee Keeper and it would be nice to 
have an appreciative audience for him, so do come along and support him.  Also 
this is a very good chance for our members to put forward any ideas they may have 
for next year.  We would also welcome any members who feel they can help on the 
committee even if it is for a short period, fresh input is essential.   

Gardening Tips for this month are:  1. Start buying and planting your next 
year’s narcissi to make a lovely show for next spring.  Tulips should be planted in 
November as getting them into the ground too early can encourage disease in 
spring.  2.  Laying a 5cm deep mulch of bark ships will keep border plants snug 
over winter, prevent mud splashes and generally make beds look smarter.  You 
could also apply special – for the purpose – bark chips around play equipment to 
stop the lawn getting muddy.  3.  Pick marrows and squashes to store for winter use, 
once their skins have ripened and toughened in the sun.  The hard skin will preserve 
the flesh inside from drying out and they will keep for many months to come.  
4. This is the month for a general tidy up, cutting perennials and clearing bedding 
plants, harvesting apples and storing for over winter use; potting up containers for 
early displays next year; getting the catalogues out to decide what will be happening 
on your plot for next year; having a well-earned rest after all your efforts this year. 

All of us on the committee are looking forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at the AGM this year and thank you for your continued support this year. 

Val Edwards Secretary (01892 661940) 



6. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL EVENTS 
Please see the notice board in Church for details of the many and varied 

forthcoming events, including CONCERTS, LECTURES AND TALKS and 
EXHIBITIONS.  If you require further information, please contact me. 
 Also, a very SPECIAL EVENT, our choir will be singing EVENSONG in 
the Cathedral on 22ND 0CTOBER.  Contact Tom Wild on 01892 653957 for more 
details and if you would like a ticket for the coach - £16 

Sheila Jones  01892 864117 
 

CHARITY FAIR 
South of England Showground, Ardingly RH16 6TL 

Tuesday 14th October 
9.30am – 3.30pm 

Over 55 Stalls ❖New Stalls and Old Favourites ❖ Café, ❖ 

Entrance: £4 
For information ring: 01342 850474 

www.elizabthfinncare.org/events 
Elizabeth Finn Care is a charity registered in England 207812 



7. 

 

Blackham Village Hall  

?? QUIZ NIGHT ?? 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 18th 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 

Price £8.00 to include 2 course meal. 
Call Linda on 01892 740261 to book a table 

We will always remember them 
To mark the centenary of World War 1 the Blackham Church Lych-gate 

and War Memorial is to be restored. 
The Parish Council has awarded a grant for the work and today’s 

workmen are related to the 1920’s craftsmen. 
There are plans for the memorial to be rededicated followed by a history 

exhibit with refreshments in Blackham village hall from 

11:00 Sunday 9 November  SAVE THE DATE 
Take a look at our growing collection of the impact the ‘war to end all 

wars’ had on the people in Blackham at www.blackham-village.co.uk 
We would love to hear from you if you have any photographs, diaries, 

letters or handed-down stories of those times or any connection with those named 
on the Lych-gate memorial, or roll of honour in the church. 

Nothing is unimportant so please get in touch by telephone or email  
01274 584295 or richard.coomber@virginmedia.com  

Sheila Wellstead 
  



8. 
St Michael’s Primary School 

Term has got off to a flying start; it was wonderful to 
see all the children and parents after the holidays and hear all 
their news. 

The first week of term was spent getting back into the 
school routines, thinking about learning and catching up with friends.  The 
children also spent time preparing their entries for the Withyham Horticultural 
Show on Saturday 13 September. 

There was a range of entries including 4 lines of World War One poetry, 
an arrangement of seed heads and making four cakes. 
 The school is having a renewed focus on gardening.  The school motto is 
‘growing together’ and we believe that ensuring children are interested in 
horticulture and the responsibility that comes from nurturing plants will create 
well rounded individuals. 
 We have cookery as part of our curriculum and we are planning to use 
some of the produce grown in our school garden in cookery classes.  We also 
hope to grow plants in order that some of the school entries in the Horticultural 
Show in March are plants children have grown. 
 Lots of other exciting things are happening in the school including the 
arrival of a new teacher Mr Hamer who started at the school in September and 
who has been welcomed by the children and school community. 
 It has been an exciting start to the new school year. 

Katie O’Shea   Head Teacher 

Ashurst and Blackham Sports Association 
Annual General Meeting 

Friday 10th October at the pavilion 
Doors and bar open at 7pm Meeting starts at 8.30pm 
The ABSA committee invite residents of Ashurst and 

Blackham to join them at the pavilion from 7pm for an informal 
gathering to discuss the future plans for ABSA, and to how you 
would like the committee to manage the sports ground, on your 
behalf.  The bar will be open together with soft drinks, tea 
coffee, and some snacks. 

The more formal AGM will begin at 8.30pm, there are 
vacancies on the committee for any person wishing to join us to 
help run the facility. 

If you don’t want to stay for the meeting you are very 
welcome to just pop in beforehand 

Hope to see you then 



9. 
 

Withyham Kings’ Hall 
Jumble Sale & Cream Teas  
Saturday 4th October 

Jumble Sale 2pm – 4pm Kings’ Hall, Withyham (opposite Dorset 
Arms) 

Clothes, Bric-a-brac, Shoes, bags, toys etc 
Cream Teas 3pm – 5.30pm Dorset Arms (opposite Kings Hall) 

Pot of Tea, Scone, Clotted Cream and Jam £5 
£1 entry to Jumble sale gives you a 50p voucher off your Cream Tea. 

If you have any jumble, please deliver it to the Village Hall 
between 7 -8pm Friday 3rd Oct or on Saturday 4th Oct between 10 -12. 

(No videos please). 
Or call Julie Ruse 01892 770693/07584013763 

 
 

Groombridge Horticultural Society 
Thank you to everyone for supporting the Autumn show on 

13th September.  Whilst the vegetables have been difficult this year and the entries 
were down on last year, the beautiful flowers made up for it and we saw some very 
creative pond jelly from the children!  The Autumn Show is the last of our 3 
shows for the year and we awarded cups to the following:- 
Ethan Pengelly  Leckonby Cup 
Claire Pengelly  Jubilee Cup & R.H.S Medal for Gardener of the Year. 
Geoff Ridley   Burrswood Cup, Whitney Cup & Ernest Allcorn Salver 
Kim Willing   Crofts Cup 
Pat Agutter   Midmore Cup and Cookery Cup 
Stephen Derbyshire  The Banksian Medal 

Our next event is our Plant Sale on Saturday 11th October at 
9am outside the Village Hall.  We will be selling winter pansies, wallflowers, 
cyclamen and many other plants, all of great quality and value, so please come 
along and stock up your garden.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Lindsey Symonds 
  



10. 
Piero de Medici (1416 – 1469) 

Piero only governed Florence for 5 years.  Unfortunately for Piero, he took 
over the reins of power from his father when Florence was in the midst of a 
financial crisis.  Bankruptcies started to increase and this had a knock on effect 
for the whole of Florentine society.  Many blamed Piero for this state of affairs 
but these problems started towards the end of his father’s time as head of the 
Medici Bank.  The Bank was now starting its slow decline.  Piero was not 
regarded as a gifted banker like his father but his short tenure was not the easiest. 
 He had to cope with an attempted coup and his chronic illness.   

Piero had to call in loans in order to ease the pressure on the Bank’s cash 
flow.  The London Branch of the Bank for example was in trouble mainly due to 
the loans made to Edward IV which remained outstanding.  In 1467, the English 
King owed 10,500 pounds sterling.  The War of the Roses meant the loan was 
never repaid.   

However, his marriage to the sophisticated Lucrezia Tornabuoni produced 
five children who were well educated and in time the brightest of the five 
children, Lorenzo and his brother Giuliano were encouraged to engage in 
diplomatic missions including trips to Rome to meet the Pope and other powerful 
political leaders. 

Piero was nicknamed Piero the Gouty (il Gottoso).  The disease which 
affected the Medici family affected Piero particularly badly. He was often 
confined to his bed and this prevented him from playing a more active part in 
Florentine politics. 

During his brief tenure he managed to keep matters fairly stable.  
However, his disabling illnesses and the trial of governing led him to succumb to 
a cerebral haemorrhage at the age of 53.  Just like his father and his grandfather 
he did not leave a Will.  He left only an inventory of his possessions and capital.  
This equated to 237,989 florins (approximately £10 million).  Also recorded was 
the fact that between 1434 and 1471 the Medici family spent over 500,000 florins 
on charitable buildings and taxes.  His son, Lorenzo would be chosen to take over 

from his father and would become the head of the 
Medici dynasty and in turn would earn the title Il 
Magnifico (The Magnificent).  
Portrait by Bronzino Circa 1550-1570 
This portrait is housed in the National Gallery. 
Bronzino was Florence’s leading painter of the mid 
16th Century.  As with many artists of his generation, 
he was influenced by Michelangelo.  He received his 
first Medici commission in 1539.  He remained in 
Florence and became the official court painter of 
Duke Cosimo de Medici for the majority of his career.  
(Article by Ian Morgan) 
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WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL – (WPC), September 
WDC and ESCC: The Mobile Library service is to be reduced to three weekly 
and will no longer stop in Broad Oak, Groombridge.   
WPC remains concerned that its views on Gatwick Airspace and noise, and those 
of several other parishes, are not being represented by ESCC.  WPC stressed the 
importance of this issue to many residents.  This was understood but the majority 
of East Sussex’s population lives on the coast, so they take priority.  WPC 
suggested that ESCC’s position on Gatwick air noise and a proposed second 
runway should be made clearer publicly.   
Quadrilla has relinquished its test drilling license for North East of East Sussex 
so this area will be open for further bids.  
WDC will be carrying out its free testing of electric blankets during 
October.  Information will be in Issue 3 of our next Newsletter. 248 electric 
blankets were tested in 2013 and 40% were found to be below the safety 
standard!   
GATWICK: It was suggested that North Weald group of parish councils be 
formed to consider air noise and further developments regarding the Airspace 
consultation on reducing the width of the flight path into Gatwick.  This would 
link in with the High Weald Parish Council’s Aviation Group (Kent).  WPC had 
sent a formal complaint to the CAA about the Gatwick Airspace Consultation 
and this will be on our website.   
WARD REPORTS: GROOMBRIDGE WARD: Following the advice of First 
Responders at our Annual Parish Assembly, WPC have been looking at installing 
a defibrillator at Groombridge Village Hall with the permission of the Hall’s 
Management committee. WPCis now exploring the possibility further as 
Speldhurst Parish Council also has an interest in this provision and is suggesting 
joint funding.  If successful, WPC will consider installing a defibrillator in the 
other villages in the parish.  
ST JOHNS:  WPC was delighted to welcome Helen Harris, a resident of 
Marden’s Hill, who, following her enquiries about becoming a councilor, put 
herself forward to be co-opted.  This was agreed unanimously. 
WITHYHAM/BLACKHAM : WPC’s concerns that Ironchurch Lane in 
Blackham had been significantly reduced in width by recent resurfacing will be 
followed up.  Some young people in Balls Green are very interested in going to 
the Forest Road Youth Club if transport is available. WPC is liaising with 
Hartfield parish council over arrangements with Wealdlink.   
PARISH PLAN: The parish plan survey is available at WPC website homepage:  
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk.  Hard copies are available from our Clerks.  
The Parish Plan will focus on parish priorities for the next 5 years.  It influences 
our budget, our communications, and work with other bodies who have 
responsibility for parish services, such as the County and District Councils so 
please HAVE YOUR SAY!  Deadline is October 20th  

Diana Kelly, Chairman (01892 864557) 
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PARISH DIARY OCTOBER 2014 
Friday 3rd   8.00 p.m. Two One Act Plays - Nights of Riotous Fun 
Saturday 4th     Penshurst Village Hall (See Magazine) 
Saturday 4th   2.00 – 5.30 p.m. Jumble Sale & Cream teas 
  Kings’ Hall, Withyham (see Magazine) 
Wednesday 8th  10.30 – 3.30 p.m. Barnsgate Autumn Fair 
  Barnsgate Manor Vineyard (see below) 
Friday 10th   7.00 for 8.30 p.m.  Ashurst & Blackham Sports AGM 
  Sports Ground Pavilion (see Magazine) 
Saturday 11th  10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m Ashurst, Blackham, Fordcombe WW I 
  Fordcombe Village Hall (see Magazine) 
Tuesday 14th  9.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. Elizabeth Finn Charity Fair (See Mag) 
  South of England Show Ground, Ardingly 
Saturday 18th   7.00 for 7.30 p.m. ?? Quiz Night ?? 
  Blackham Village Hall (See Magazine) 
Wednesday 22nd 5.30 p.m. St Michaels Choir sings Evensong 
  At Chichester Cathedral (See Magazine) 

Midday Saturday October 25th Deadline for November Magazine 

ADVANCE PARISH DIARY NOVEMBER 2014 
Sunday 9th  11.00 a.m.  Blackham WW I Lychgate Ceremony 
     All Saints, Blackham (more next month) 
Saturday 22nd  6.30 for 7.00 p.m. Withyham remembers WW1 
     Kings’ Hall Withyham (See Magazine) 

Midday Tuesday November 25th Deadline for December/January Magazine 

   



 

My name is Angela 
I provide PA Services to those who spend too much time on non-fee earning 

jobs.  I carry out tasks quickly & efficiently that save time and money. 
This allows my clients to concentrate on the ‘stuff’ & people that matter! 

a PA is a highly skilled creative assistant who offers a one-to-one 
personal service 

Please contact me to discuss your requirements 

07973 156676 or office@angelaspiteri.co.uk 
I frequently receive emails from my clients asking “Angela, can you do…..”? 

“The answer is YES, I invariably can do…”! 

  

Meeting Rooms for Hire: 
2 Rooms offering professional meeting spaces 

located at The Old Station, Groombridge. 
Large room £8.50 hr/£50 half day/£90 day 

Small room £6 hr.  Ample parking, fully 
installed presentation equipment, internet 

access and refreshment facilities available. 
To book or for more information, please 

contact (quoting ‘wb’): 
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

or telephone 01892 864557 



 

Old Kentish Barns 

Free advice and Quotation 9 
Teasley Mead, Blackham 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent  TN3 9TT 
01892 740522  07974128893 

Oak Framed Buildings 
oldkentishbarns@hotmail.com 
Traditional timber framing from a 
well established local company. 

Planning service. 
Construction from 

groundwork to completion. 

  
Specialising in the removal and treatment of thread veins, skin tags, milia, 

warts and moles, the Country Cottage Clinic is a beautiful, tranquil and very 
discreet treatment clinic set in the beautiful English countryside of East 

Sussex.  Perfect whether you require advanced cosmetic procedures, hair 
removal or a relaxing massage. 

Call Sarah on 07770693951 
Or see website (countrycottageclinic.co.uk) for details  

  



KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for 

Parties, Weddings, Anniversaries and Children's 
parties.  Hire it from only £10 per hour 

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 
or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

Driftwood Counselling Practice 
Counselling and Psychotherapy in Hartfield and Blackham 

For individuals, couples and families, children and young people 
 
  For your free initial consultation and more information please contact us: 
 

Katie Humphries Dip. Couns MBACP   07841 404 471  
Trish Brown Dip. Couns MBACP   07989 234 272 

 
email: Driftwoodcounselling@gmail.com 

Qualified and experienced therapists – MBACP registered
 



 
 
 
 
 

FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 
01892 770100 meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk

  



Small classes 
Inspired teachers 

Superb facilities shared with the prep school 
Very competitive fees

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH YOUR 
COMPUTER? 

Forest Row IT can give you friendly 
expert service for repairs, maintenance, 
upgrades and data recovery. 
Training: We can teach you to use any 
software easily so that your computer 
works for you. ROGER LYON 
Tel: 01342825209 Mob:07982710977 
 

Ashdown House 
Forest Row RH18 5JY 

is delighted to announce that it is now welcoming children into 
‘The 6s’ – its new pre preparatory department 

Come and visit us on Tuesday, March 6th – ‘Pancake Play Day’ 
(between 10.30 & 12)  www.ashdownhouse.co.uk 

01342 822574  secretary@ashdownhouse.com 

  



01892 664698 
07710798553 
‘Meadowside’,  
Green Lane, 

Crowborough, 
East Sussex TN6 2BT 

NIGEL DEAR 
Painter 

Decorator 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GILES SWIFT 
20 years experience 

TRENCHER & MINI DIGGER 
Field & Garden Drainage, Ditching & Earthmoving 

Water Supplies & Repair 
 

Tel: 01892 864754 



WILLETTS FARM 
DAIRY ICE CREAM 

MADE ON THE FARM USING 
FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM 

Just off the A264, halfway between 
Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead 

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN3 9TU  Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747 

R MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 
East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 
We take care of everything personally at a sensitive time 

No Artificial 
Colourings 

Natural 
Flavourings 

 

S.W.HARDING 
 

HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Builder and Sub-Contractor 
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 

Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

(01892) 740505 



LOCAL INFORMATION 
Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford  01892 770035 
 Equipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740 
Blackham Village Hall  Bookings: Mrs P Hawes 01892 740574 
Doctors Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James 
 The Nook Surgery Groombridge  01892 863326 
 Saxonbury House, Crowboro’ 01892 603131 
 Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’ 01892 652233 
District Nurse Sister Kay 01892 603109 
Family Social Work Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780 
Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden 01892 770351 
Withyham Horticultural Society: Valerie Edwards 01892 661940 
St Michael’s School            Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307 
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661 
Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully 01892 541137 
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours 01892 655303 
Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office 01825 890975 
Withyham Parish Charity This Trust can provide financial help for those in 
need and towards the expenses of further education or training schemes.  
Applications to John Gower, the Clerk to the Trustees 01892 
654395 
Timetable Information Rail 08457 484950 
 Arriva Buses  08712 002233 
 Brighton & Hove Buses 01273 886200 
Magazine Editor and Advertisements 
 Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 
 Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com 01892 661882 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC).  Office: The Old Station, Groombridge 
Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil 
email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk  01892 864557 
WPC Office hours Monday    09.30 - 17.00 
   Tuesday    09.30 - 12.00 
   Wednesday to Friday   09.30 - 12.30 
Councillors hold “surgeries” on 3rd Saturday each month 08.30 - 10.00 

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway and Footpath damage (location and problem)  08456080193 
Highway Lights out (Give the lamp number and location)  08456080193 
Vandalism (all relevant details)      08456070999 
Abandoned Vehicles and Fly Tipping (Give all details)   01892602735 

Pollution (Give location of river, pond etc)    08708506506 

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700 


